
My name is Enisha Smith, and I am a 2019 graduate 
of North Carolina Central University School of 
Law (NCCU Law). During my time at NCCU 
Law, I developed an interest in patent law. Now 
I am pursuing an electrical engineering degree 
at North Carolina A&T State University and 
intend to sit for the USPTO patent bar in 2020.  

After completing my first year of law school, I gained 
an interest in intellectual property law and reached 
out to Professor Afshar, Director of the NCCU IP 
Clinic, and Supervising Attorney for the Patent 
Services. I spoke with her over the phone and she 
encouraged me to try the patent clinic. Although 
I had zero experience in patent law and was very 
unfamiliar with this area of law, I decided to try the 
patent clinic for a semester. I enjoyed meeting new 
business owners and seeing their passion for their 
new, distinct inventions. But what I enjoyed most 
about working in the patent clinic was Professor 
Afshar’s patience and eagerness to teach. Her passion 
and love for this area of law intrigued me, and I was 
eager to learn everything I could about patent law. 
After completing my first semester within the patent 
clinic, I decided to continue into the second semester.  

I also joined the Intellectual Property Law Society 
and became president of the organization for 
my third year of law school, and my favorite 
extracurricular activity was competing in the Saul 
Lefkowitz Moot Court Competition as a member 
of the NCCU Trademark Moot Court team.  

Studying intellectual property law at NCCU Law, 
I learned about copyright law, trademark law, and 
patent law through coursework and participating in 
numerous programs held by the NCCU Intellectual 
Property Law Institute. Participating in these activities 

has provided me with a better understanding of 
the importance of protecting intellectual property.  

Working within the patent clinic and participating in 
IP related activities opened up many opportunities 
for me. I was a recipient of the NCCU Law Patent 
Clinic Scholastic Award, and, during my final 
semester of law school, Professor Afshar helped me 
secure a position within the NCCU Technology 
Transfer Department. Through my work in the  

Technology Transfers Dept., I was able to apply 
the legal analysis skills I learned in the IP Clinic.  

As a graduate, with the help of Tim Wilson of SAS and 
Prof. Afshar, I have received the Thurgood Marshall 
Access Scholarship because of my participation in IP 
during law school and my ambition to have a career as a 

patent attorney. This scholarship directly supports my 
pursuit of obtaining a degree in engineering at NC A&T.  

In addition to all of the great opportunities I have 
received due to the Intellectual Property Institute 
and all that it has to offer, I developed a long-lasting 
relationship with a professor who has worked tirelessly 
to push the importance of intellectual property 
law. I have no doubt that any student interested 
in intellectual property law will have access to 
everything needed to develop the necessary training, 
and experience needed to succeed in this area of law. 

Through the IP opportunities at NCCU 
Law, I have to obtained extensive intellectual 
property experience through experiential 
learning, participating and community service 
events, and working within the patent clinic.
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